
Cornerstone Building Brands, Inc.  

Conflict Minerals Sourcing Policy 
 
Many industries rely upon certain minerals that are mined in the area of Africa described as 

the “Conflict Region,” which includes the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 

surrounding countries, to produce their products. These minerals include tin, tungsten, 

tantalum and gold. Some of these minerals are mined and sold under the control of armed 

groups that engage in violent conflict and human rights abuses. To address concern that 

proceeds from the mining of these minerals have been used to fund these armed groups in 

the Conflict Region, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) adopted rules 

which require publicly traded manufacturing companies in the U.S. to disclose the use of 

any conflict minerals necessary to the functionality or production of products they 

manufacture or contract to manufacture. Companies using conflict minerals must also 

disclose their supply chain inquiries to verify whether these minerals originated in the 

Conflict Region. 

 

In sourcing materials from vendors, it is the policy of Cornerstone Building Brands, Inc. 

(CBB”) to avoid the use of conflict minerals originating from the Conflict Region, unless 

those minerals have been sourced responsibly. CBB’s suppliers acquire and use minerals 

from multiple sources worldwide. As part of CBB’s commitment to corporate 

responsibility, CBB expects its suppliers to develop reasonable due diligence frameworks 

and policies designed to prevent the use of conflict minerals sourced from the Conflict 

Region from being included in products sold to CBB, unless the facilities from which those 

minerals originated have been certified as “conflict free.”  

 

CBB’s Expectations for Suppliers: 

 

• Supply “DRC Conflict Free” materials. Suppliers are expected to supply 

materials to CBB that are “DRC conflict free,” which means any tin, tungsten, 

tantalum and gold necessary to the functionality or production of supplied materials 

was sourced only from (1) mines and smelters outside of the Conflict Region or (2) 

mines and smelters which have been certified by an independent third party as 

“conflict free” if sourced within the Conflict Region.  

• Adopt conflict minerals policies. CBB encourages its suppliers to adopt a policy 

regarding conflict minerals consistent with CBB’s policy, implement management 

systems to support compliance with their policy and require their suppliers to take 

the same steps.  

• Send surveys to their suppliers and complete CBB’s survey. CBB’s suppliers are 

expected to pass the EICC-GeSI Conflict Minerals Reporting Template (the 

“CMRT”) to their suppliers and successively upstream until the smelter/refiner is 

identified. The survey information must then be passed back down through the 

levels of the supply chain to CBB’s direct supplier, who then can complete the 

CMRT and provide responses to CBB.  

 

Suppliers who do not comply with these requirements shall be reviewed by our 

purchasing managers for future business. CBB will continue to regularly perform due 

diligence and survey its suppliers to verify compliance with this policy. 


