
Providing Key Statistics and Information on California’s Life Science Industry
The 2019 Biocom California Economic Impact Report provides key economic, demographic, and industry performance data and analysis for 
the Life Science industry in California and selected sub-state regions. The Life Science industry continues to evolve, embracing innovative 
activities across a wide range of industry subsectors and California is a critical part of that industry and the pace of innovation in the nation.

California’s Life Science Industry provides 428,283 direct jobs statewide, with an average annual earnings of $95,750. Total jobs in the state 
(direct/indirect/induced) was 1.29M in 2018 and economic activity generated $346B. California’s Life Science industry has grown over the 
past five years with an 8% increase in the number of jobs, with the highest increases in the Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing, Research and 
Lab Services, and Life Science Wholesale sectors.
  
California received more than $4.2B in NIH funding in fiscal year 2018, driving the incredible pace of innovation in the state’s Life Science 
industry, more than any other state by at least 25%. Source: NIH (4/12/2019)

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments
Employment in 2018 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, and dental equipment.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

IMPACT

Economic Activity $346B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services

$195.8B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced)

1,293,858

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid)

$104B

31,060  1,491

49,942 600

77,819 2,312

27,159         1,962

242,303      5,360

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.
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Did you know?
• The Bay Area has a distinct competitive 

advantage in overall education attainment, 
with almost 50% of the adult population 
achieving at least a bachelor’s degree and 
20% holding a graduate degree.

• Los Angeles County received $1.1 billion in 
research funding from National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) for FY2018, this is more than 
any other county in California and more 
than 25% of the total California NIH Awards. 
Source: NIH (4/12/2019).

• Due to its growth, the most competitive 
subsector in San Diego County is Medical 
Devices and Diagnostic Equipment.

people in total jobs 
attributable to the Life 
Science industry

US job gains occurred 
in California between 
2013 and 2018.

1 in 6
Life Science 
establishments

11,725 1.3 million
The State of California employs

(direct/indirect/induced)

For more information on the state of the California Life Science industry, see Biocom’s 2019 
California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and TClower & Associates. 
Please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir



Viable breakthroughs 
require smarter insights.
Deloitte is proud to sponsor the 2019 Biocom Economic 
Impact Report.

We leverage technology, big data, and industry 
experience to uncover valuable insights for companies 
pursuing breakthroughs in California—and beyond. 

Contact Angela Rusakova at arusakova@deloitte.com 
to discuss our audit and IPO readiness services for 
emerging growth companies or visit deloitte.com/us/egc. 

Learn more at deloitte.com/us/lsaudit.
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