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Ford Temporary Suspension of European Production Remains
at Least Until May 4; Continues Community Support Efforts
•

Temporary suspension continues to apply to most vehicle and engine production at Ford’s
European manufacturing sites

•

Follows initial announcement on March 17 that the production suspension would last a
number of weeks depending on pandemic situation, national restrictions, supplier
constraints and the ability of our dealer network to operate

•

Ford and its employees continue numerous actions across Europe supporting national
initiatives and community-focused activities to help reduce spread of COVID19

COLOGNE, Germany, April 3, 2020 – Ford today has confirmed that the temporary
suspension of vehicle and engine production at most of its European manufacturing sites is now
expected to run at least until May 4.
The announcement follows prior confirmation that production would be temporarily suspended
from March 19 for a number of weeks at Ford’s main continental European manufacturing sites
(Saarlouis and Cologne, Germany; Valencia, Spain; and Craiova, Romania), with production
also halted at its Bridgend and Dagenham engine plants in the U.K. from March 23. The
company’s operations in Valencia, Spain, however, will remain in temporary suspension until at
least April 27.
“It’s important we give our employees as much clarity as possible on how long the present
situation is likely to continue,” said Stuart Rowley, president, Ford of Europe. “We are hopeful
the situation will improve in the coming month; our plans to restart operations, however, will
continue to be informed by prevailing conditions and guidance of national governments.”
Ford’s production restart plans depend heavily on the pandemic situation in the weeks ahead,
national restrictions in operation at the time, supplier constraints and the ability of our dealer
network to operate. The company’s ‘return to work’ plan also will encompass appropriate
measures on social distancing and other health and safety protocols to protect its workforce.
Current work arrangements in place for employees supporting production activities, as well as
those still performing critical roles at non-manufacturing sites who are working remotely, will
continue.
At the same time, Ford and its employees are engaged in numerous actions across Europe to
help reduce the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID19) by supporting national initiatives and
community-focused activities. These range from manufacturing medical equipment such as
facemasks and ventilators to providing camp beds to health personnel and donating vehicles for
a number of uses including the distribution of critical medical services, food deliveries and
emergency transport.
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The company also is partnering with various NGOs, organizations and charities to provide
support across Europe in local communities. The Ford Fund announced this week a new global
initiative to match Ford employee donations and benefit charities in six European markets.
In addition to the suspension of its production sites, most other Ford operations across Europe
have been paused at this time except for a small number of business-critical activities.
Additional information on production restart plans will be communicated as plans are confirmed.
###
About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs,
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln
luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing
leadership positions in electrification; mobility solutions, including self-driving services; and connected
services. Ford employs approximately 190,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford,
its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual
markets and employs approximately 46,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and consolidated
joint ventures and approximately 61,000 people when unconsolidated businesses are included. In
addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division
and 19 manufacturing facilities (12 wholly owned facilities and seven unconsolidated joint venture
facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was
founded. European production started in 1911.
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